Detectors and the PARADIGM Detection Platform. A safety enclosure protects both operator and sample and complies with ANSI/RIA R15.06-1999 standards. For more information, visit www.beckmancoulter.com.
Apricot Designs has announced the PP-96S-100 96-channel high-performance positive displacement pipetting instrument for low-volume multichannel microplate pipetting applications. The microprocessor-controlled pipetting mechanism uses 96 individual glass syringes and provides positive displacement pipetting of nanoliter or microliter volumes of samples into 96-or 384-well microplates. The pipettor can work as low as 100 nL and is useful for low-volume applications or specialized applications such as PCR setup or MALDI spotting. The PP-96S will automatically index the pipetting head if necessary for accessing 384-well plates. For more information, visit www.apricotdesigns.com.
Bionas has introduced the Bionas 2500 system, a label-free cell-based assay system based on the simultaneous measurement of different cellular metabolic parameters. The core of the technology is the metabolic chip SC1000. This silicon chip has sensors for measuring changes in pH and oxygen and for monitoring cell adhesion. The cells are seeded directly onto the chip surface to facilitate specific signal detection. The sensor system comprises an automatic fluidics system, which supplies the cells at regular, programmable intervals with the medium varying in composition (e.g., different media for cell culture optimization or media with test compounds or other additives). The system is equipped with control and evaluation software, and the recorded data can also be visualized online. An autosampler allows automatic and unattended running of the measurement sequences. The system is available with 1, 2, or 6 sensor chips. For more information, visit www.bionas.com. MatriCal offers the MiniStore, an integrated automatic sample storage and retrieval system for storage of chemical compounds, bacteria, and other microorganisms, DNA, plasmids, and more.
Hudson Control Group
The environmental conditions include temperature and humidity monitoring at room temperature, 4 °C, -20 °C, and inert gas. Optional NitroStore enables ultra-cold storage to -150 °C for biobanking applications. The modular design allows the system to be expanded both horizontally and vertically. The system starts with a 1500-plate capacity and is expandable to hold 32,000 plates or 1 million 1.4-mL tubes. Tube retrieval (cherry picking) of samples minimizes freeze-thaw cycling, oxidation, and water uptake. The system also provides integration with assay workstations. Integrated robotics with interchangeable tools enables handling of multiple sample formats within each system, including plates, tubes, and vials. Inventory management software is based on individual 2D bar coding. For more information, visit www.matrical.com. 
Molecular Devices Corporation

Porvair Sciences has introduced
Ultravap™, a robot-compatible system for concentrating samples in 96-or 384-well microplates. The system directly injects heated nitrogen into each well of the microplate simultaneously. For heat-sensitive and thermally labile samples, the Ultravap™ may be operated in a 2-stage mode combining initial dry-down followed by final solvent evaporation. An RS232 interface allows remote control from a PC or liquid-handling robot using the provided command set. A robotic arm can be used to move plates in and out of the Ultravap™, and the ability to upload and download methods allows the Ultravap™ to be integrated into robotic automation systems. For more information, visit www.porvair-sciences.com. 
